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and it has been eye-opening and cer-
tainly they have been extremely re-
sponsive.

Last week was, in fact, the week that
was, first of all with the tragedy of
TWA flight 800 and the condolences
that all of us extended to their families
along with our prayers. Certainly my
constituents wanted to solicit from me
the response that whatever was the oc-
currence, that if it was found to be
something that was criminal in nature,
that justice would be had, and I com-
mitted that to them.

But also they reflected on the welfare
reform and to a one, coming from a di-
verse district, as I do, with African-
Americans and Hispanics and Anglos
and Asians in Texas, indicated that we
can have welfare reform without being
harsh and terminating individuals’
ability to survive. So they were in-
clined to say that we needed job train-
ing and child care and that we needed
an opportunity for those individuals to
have health care and, yes, we needed a
job; quite contrary to the welfare re-
form of our Republican friends who
simply believe that the harshness of
saying no, no to teenage parents, no to
the seniors in senior citizens’ homes
who need Medicaid, no to those who
need job training and child care, is the
way to go.

I rise today to say there has to be a
better way, so I have supported Presi-
dent Clinton’s method of enforcement
of child support payments and giving
to the Nation the list of deadbeat par-
ents, because we all must show respon-
sibility and that is a real part of wel-
fare reform. So I would argue to my
Republican colleagues that one does
not always have to hit someone upside
the head, but one can soften the blow
by saying we will give them an ex-
tended hand of assistance.

Then as I have listened to the debate
this morning about Medicare, I think it
is important to respond to those who
might say that the Speaker’s com-
ments were taken out of context. I
would only offer to say that when we
are in places of responsibility, we have
to mean what we say and say what we
mean.

The Medicare proposals by the Re-
publicans last year were in fact to
eliminate $245 billion for a tax cut for
those making over $100,000, $187 billion
taken out of Medicaid. Might I remind
Members that 60 percent of Medicaid is
indigent senior citizens in nursing
homes, your parents and my parents.

Mr. Speaker, it is important when we
begin this debate to tell the American
people the real facts so that we can get
the job done.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the House
stands in recess until 10 a.m.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 51 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
10 a.m.
f

PRAYER

Rev. Dr. Daniel R. Leslie, Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer, Vineland, NJ,
offered the following prayer:

Creator God, You call us to manage
the world You have made. You bless us
with the abundant gifts of life, liberty,
and love for which we are most grate-
ful. You grant us a nation comprised of
people from many nations. Guide those
who lead our Nation, especially those
who now gather in this body to delib-
erate and make decisions for the com-
mon good. Instill in our leaders wis-
dom, courage, and compassion so that
the actions they take will lead to jus-
tice and peace on Earth. Empower us
so that the seeds we sow never be seeds
of discouragement that lead to dis-
content, but rather seeds of hope that
lead to Your shalom. All this we pray
in Your name. Amen.
f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Chair’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 5,
rule I, further proceedings on this ques-
tion are postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.
f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Ohio [Mr. CHABOT] come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. CHABOT led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Edwin
Thomas, one of his secretaries.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain fifteen 1-minutes on each side.
f

WELCOME TO REV. DR. DANIEL R.
LESLIE

(Mr. LOBIONDO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I have
the privilege of welcoming to the
Chamber this morning Rev. Dr. Daniel
R. Leslie. I want to take this time to
thank him for initiating today’s pro-
ceedings as guest Chaplain.

I first met Dr. Leslie when he and his
family moved to Vineland, NJ, nearly 7
years ago. Dr. Leslie was called to
serve as pastor of the Lutheran Church
of the Redeemer in my hometown of
Vineland, NJ. Redeemer has been in-
volved in ministry to the greater Vine-
land area for more than 72 years and I
was pleased to participate in its 70th
anniversary festivities just 2 years ago.

In addition to Redeemer’s ongoing
spiritual ministry among members and
family, the congregation is active in
its involvement with three community
outreach ministries. Dr. Leslie serves
on the boards of all three.

Luther Acres is a 100-unit, low-in-
come housing facility for senior citi-
zens. Little Acres Learning Center pro-
vides education and day care for 200
children each day. Together with three
other Vineland congregations, Re-
deemer sponsors the Vineland Regional
Counseling Service which provides
family and individual therapy to those
in the community with emotional and
mental distress.

Dr. Leslie also tirelessly contributes
his time to important community or-
ganizations and services. He is vice
president of the Vineland Ministerial
Fellowship which is made up of local
churches and a synagogue. The
ministerium sponsors numerous pro-
grams to feed the hungry, house the
homeless, advocate justice for the
needy, and provide special times during
the year for the people of Vineland to
gather and worship God. As a matter of
fact, I worship with Dr. Leslie at the
communitywide Thanksgiving service
each year in Vineland.

Dr. Leslie is also on the Board of Di-
rectors at the Vineland YMCA and a
fellow Rotarian. Dr. Leslie is joined
today by his wife, Bonnie, a math
teacher at Vineland High School, and
their daughters, Jennifer and Laura,
who will be a freshman at Bucknell
University this fall. Their son, Dan, at-
tends medical school.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for giving
me the opportunity to welcome Dr.
Leslie to the House this morning.
f

GAGGING THE TRUTH ON
MEDICARE

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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